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by LYSA STANTON

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Show me 
your cemeteries, and I will tell you what 
kind of people you have.”

Each year the Westlake Historical Soci-
ety makes and places holiday wreaths on the 
graves of founding and pioneer citizens of 
early Dover (now Westlake). We believe plac-
ing a wreath on a grave is not only a symbol 
of remembrance, it is a sign of respect for that 
person and who they were.

We would like to extend the opportunity 
for you, your family, organization, group or 
business to place a wreath this year in memory 
of one of our pioneer families or one of your 
departed loved ones. Volunteers from the 
Westlake Historical Society will be placing 
wreaths soon at either Evergreen or Maple 
Ridge cemeteries.

If you would like us to place a holiday 
wreath, please contact us at 216-848-680 or 
440-808-1961. You may also email us at clague-
museum@yahoo.com. If you would like to 
sponsor a wreath, the cost is $25 each. Please 
make checks payable to The Westlake Histori-
cal Society and mail to 1371A Clague Road, 
Westlake, OH 44145. Orders can also be placed 
online at westlakeohiohistory.org. 

Thank you to fellow Wreath Committee 
members Gayle Hill, Patt Long, Mila Roberts 
and Dave Pfister.  

Westlake Historical 
Society placing 
holiday wreaths

Holiday Caring & 
Sharing supports 
Bay community

by LESLIE SELIG

The Holiday Caring & Sharing Pro-
gram, a Bay Village tradition, is 
seeking donations to benefit the 

community in the coming year. There 
are two ways to contribute to this pro-
gram:
• Cash donations for emergency funds 

for residents in financial need. The 
City will pay up to $250 to a resident 
in financial crisis for utility bills, rent/
mortgage or medical expenses.

• Donations to Adopt-a-Classroom. The 
average teacher in the U.S. spends 
$500 of his/her own money on school 
supplies each year, so this year we are 
adopting the Westerly School in Bay 
Village, grades 3 and 4. Each class-
room will be provided with requested 
school and project supplies that they 
would go without if not for donations. 
Contact Leslie Selig at 440-899-3409 
or lselig@cityofbayvillage.com for 
requested supplies, or a cash dona-
tion is always welcome and we will do 
the shopping for you!

Drop off donations by Tuesday, Dec. 
18, at the Bay Village Senior Center, 300 
Bryson Lane. Holiday Caring & Sharing 
is sponsored by the Bay Village Depart-
ment of Community Services. 

by REV. KEITH STUART

John Ferris brings Ebeneezer Scrooge to life 
in his dramatic portrayal of one of Charles 
Dickens' most famous characters on Sat-

urday, Dec. 8, at Dover Congregational United 
Church of Christ. 

For over 50 years, Ferris has shared the 
immortal story with small groups in schools, 
auditoriums and basements. He plays the narra-
tor and all the characters one at a time, using the 
gifts of his voice, face and body language to share 
this story of one unhappy, self-centered man.

Ferris learned the story from his grand-
father, Delbert Lean, who was a professor of 
speech at the College of Wooster. Lean shared 
the story with the Wooster community for 50 
years, and Ferris is continuing the tradition. 

Ferris uses the shorter version Dickens himself 
preferred when he read his famous ghost story 
in public.

A retired Methodist minister, Ferris has 
recited Dickens' tale from memory as part of his 
ministry to churches all over Ohio. It is the story 
of one man's last chance to make a change in 
his life that will improve the lives of the people 
who encounters each day. "Most people know 
the story, its plot and characters, even its happy 
ending, " Ferris said. "What is different is to see 
the progression of the events on people's faces."

The story is told without break or intermis-
sion. The performance begins at 7 p.m. 

Dickens comes alive 
at Dover United 
Church of Christ

Mr. & Mrs. Westlake named

Ed and Barb Leszynski were honored by Mayor Dennis Clough as the 
2019 Mr. and Mrs. Westlake during the Dec. 2 tree-lighting ceremony 
at City Hall. The Leszynskis have been active members of the 
community for 38 years. See story on page 2.

Old St. Nick visits Bay Village

Santa Claus visited children of all ages on Dec. 2 at the Community 
House as part of the annual Cahoon Christmas event sponsored by 
the Bay Village Historical Society and the Bay Village Kiwanis Club. 
Historical society member Eric Eakin accompanied Santa as he rode 
around the city in a fire truck before the event.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 900+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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by FRED GREEN

The annual VFW Voice of Democracy 
(VOD) essay competition for 2018 
has been completed. Bay Village VFW 

Post 9693 was proud to receive four entries 
this year, two from Bay High School (Khaled 
R. Hamil and Emma Spirollari), one from 
Westlake High School (Nicholas Gaunt-
ener), and one from St. Joseph High School 
(Mariana Maddox). 

A committee of four, including two 
VFW members, and one teacher each 
from Bay High School and Westlake High 
School, reviewed and judged the entries. 
Mariana Maddox was the first-place 
choice. Emma Spirollari placed a close 
second, with a tie for third place between 
Khaled Hamil and Nicholas Gauntener.

Mariana will receive a certificate and a 
small gift of a VOD pen, along with a check 
for $150 from the Post. Emma will receive 
a certificate and a $100 check. Khaled and 
Nicholas will each receive a certificate and 
a $50 check.

The VOD competition requires an 
application, short essay and a recorded 
spoken reading of that essay. This year's 
topic was "Why my vote matters." All four 
applications and essays received were just 
excellent. I am surely glad that I was not 
involved in the judging.

Mariana's application was forwarded 
to District 7 to compete with all North-
east Ohio VFW posts. Many of these posts 
are much larger than Bay Village and can 
submit more than one entry due to the 
number of applicants. 

Despite the tough competition, Mari-
ana was chosen as the winner of the District 
7 contest! She will now go on to Colum-
bus to compete with winners of all other 
Department of Ohio Districts.

Just providing an input is an honor and 
a great example of each student's citizenship 
and respect for their community and their 
country. Mariana will be honored as the Bay 
Village Post winner at our December meet-
ing. The other three students will be honored 
at their school at a date to be announced 
when the certificates are completed.

Our sincere congratulations to all 
entrants, and the best of luck for Mariana 
as she moves on. This is a great honor for 
our West Shore area, for the Bay Village VFW 
Post, and mostly for our fine students and 
schools. 

VFW announces winners of essay contest

by TOM SPENCE

During World War I, on Christmas 
Day 1914, the sounds of rifles 
firing and shells exploding faded 

in a number of places along the Western 
Front in favor of holiday celebrations in 
the trenches and gestures of goodwill 
between enemies.

On Friday, Dec. 21, at 7:00 p.m., Unity 
Spiritual Center Westlake will hold a con-
cert in remembrance of the 1914 Christmas 
Truce. All are invited to celebrate the joy 
of the Christmas season and to remember 
and proclaim that peace in the world is 
possible among people of goodwill.

The concert will be an evening of 
songs, stories and healing with Christopher 

Reynolds, singer, songwriter, author, teach-
er and holistic healer. Reynolds’ mission is 
to sing the dream of earth onward through 
songs, writings, ritual, healing concerts 
and workshops. You will also experience 
an ancient Winter Solstice labyrinth walk 
ceremony honoring the sacred divine and 
her healing waters. This ceremony comes 
to us from Chartres Cathedral in France 
which is the site of the well-known laby-
rinth built in the 13th century.

Starting on Christmas Eve 1914, 
many German and British troops sang 
Christmas carols to each other across the 
lines. At the first light of dawn on Christ-
mas Day, German soldiers emerged from 
their trenches and approached the Allied 
lines across no-man’s-land, calling out 

“Merry Christmas” in their enemies’ 
native tongues. At first, the Allied sol-
diers feared it was a trick. But seeing the 
Germans unarmed they climbed out of 
their trenches and shook hands with the 
enemy soldiers. Even a world war could 
not destroy the Christmas spirit or the 
universal desire for peace.

Register online at uscwestlake.org for 
the World Peace Concert and Labyrinth. 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
A love offering of $10 is suggested. No one 
will be turned away for financial reasons.

For more information about events at 
USC, contact Roberta McLaughlin at uni-
tyinfo@uscwestlake.org, 440-835-0400. 
Unity Spiritual Center is located at 23855 
Detroit Road. 

Concert remembers 1914 Christmas Truce

 Nick Dosky, owner • nickdosky1@aol.com
• Interior/ Exterior Painting 
• 5- year warranty on all 
    exterior painting
• Drywall hanging and Finishing
• Carpentry all types

IMAGE PAINTING AND CONTRACTING

Call  Today! (440) 558-6729

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSE AND INSURED
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
    IN THE TRADES

Westlake Meals on Wheels is 
seeking volunteers to deliver 
meals, work in the kitchen and 

make desserts. Opportunities are available 
Monday through Friday at our Westlake 
and Olmsted Falls locations. Please call 
440-871-2551. 

Meal on Wheels 
volunteers needed

by MATT NOVAK

On Sunday, Dec., 2, family 
and friends huddled 
inside the Westlake City 

Hall rotunda to both witness the 
annual tree lighting and honor 
Ed and Barb Leszynski as the 
recipients of the 2019 Mr. and 
Mrs. Westlake title.

The Leszynskis are 
involved in a wide array of 
community service programs. 
Together they are active mem-
bers of St. Ladislas Parish, run a 
food pantry through St. Vincent 
DePaul and run mass for resi-
dents of the Lutheran Home in 

Westlake. Additional activities 
include serving dinners at the 
Ames Family Hospice House, 
tutoring and reading to children 
at Dover Elementary School, 
and involvement with the West-
lake Boosters Club while their 
children were in school.

Ed has served as presi-
dent of the Society of St. Vin-
cent DePaul for the past six 
years and is in charge of the 
hot meal programs that feed 
more than 200 of Cleveland’s 
hungry. He and Barb were 
active for many years in the 
Westlake/Bay Rotary, with Ed 
serving as president.

Barb, a retired educator, 
is president of the Westlake 
Board of Education and Col-
lege Club West. She volunteers 
weekly as a patient advocate at 
Fairview General Hospital and 
is a member of a knitting club 
that knits hats for newborns 
and prayer shawls for those 
who have recently been diag-
nosed with illness.

The Leszynskis have lived 
in Westlake for 38 years. They 
have three adult children who 
all graduated from Westlake 
High School.

For over 35 years the 
Westlake Town Criers have 

selected a Mr. and Mrs. West-
lake based on nominations 
from the community. Win-
ners are chosen based on their 
dedication to service of the 
Westlake community.

As Mr. and Mrs. Westlake, 
the Leszynskis will be guests 
of honor during Westlake's 
Fourth of July and Memorial 
Day parades. The Town Criers 
will also host a dinner in their 
honor in the fall of 2019.

The Westlake Town Criers 
is a non-profit organization 
of men who are members of 
civic and business professions 
within Westlake and neigh-
boring communities. The 
Criers are dedicated to aid 
and assist worthy causes in 
Westlake, providing benefits 
to citizens, schools, civic and 
community organizations. 

Ed and Barb Leszynski honored 
as 2019 Mr. and Mrs. Westlake
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by KAREN DERBY

Robotics, the technology 
of designing, construct-
ing and programming 

robots to do automated tasks, 
is a growing field. The Bay High 
School Robotics Club, in its 
second year, is also growing and 
aiming to compete with some 
of the top high school robotics 
clubs in the area.

“Building robots to solve 
the challenge of a rigorous com-
petition is just the best learning 
experience on so many levels,” 
said Michael Clifford, Bay High 
science teacher and the club’s 
advisor. “It is a goal of the school 
to prepare students for a world 
of technology, and the FIRST 
Robotics Competition is as tech-
nical as it gets for high school stu-
dents. Last year was our rookie 
experience with FIRST Robotics, 
and we made some mistakes. But 
we learned a lot that will help us 
this time around.”

The competition project is 
to build a robot that will com-

pete in a very com-
plex game. Each 
year, the game and 
its objectives are 
announced during 
the kick-off in 
January, at which 
time every team in 
the country begins 
building their 
robots.

“Last year, the 
game’s theme was 
Power Up, based 
on '90s-type video 
games like Mario,” 
said Clifford. “The 
robot had to pick 
up boxes, defeat 
the boss, things like 
that. There were 
multiple ways to 
score, such as placing boxes on 
high or low scales and having 
the robot climb. It was a very 
complex game and a lot of strat-
egy required team members to 
have strong communication.”

Clifford said that while the 
club lost two of its strongest 

seniors from last year, it has 
grown from 13 students to 22 
students this year. Members 
meet once a week during the 
“off season,” but meet five 
days a week during the “build” 
season, building the compe-
tition robot once the speci-

fications are 
released.

“ S t u d e n t s 
learn and prac-
tice the skills that 
real engineers 
use – problem 
solving, team-
work, time man-
agement, using 
power tools, 
m e c h a n i c a l 
design and com-
puter program-
ming. But busi-
ness and mar-
keting skills are 

also needed to raise the money 
for the materials and fees. It is 
a very realistic experience that 
you’d find in the engineering 
world, the programming world, 
and the marketing and busi-
ness world.”

The Bay High team ranked 
a respectable 33rd out of 55 
teams last year, but only the top 
24 teams qualify for the final 
tournament, whose winner 
is invited to the 
national competi-
tion. The Buckeye 
FIRST Robotics 
Competition is held 
the last weekend in 
March at the Cleve-
land State Wolstein 
Center, and Clifford 
is optimistic that 
Bay High’s team 
is strong and will 
do even better this 
year.

The competi-
tion is more expen-
sive than some, but 
Clifford notes that 
it is a national-level 
competition offer-

ing a high-quality competition 
that gives students an experi-
ence like no other.

“We are very thankful for 
grant we’ve received from the 
Bay Village Education Foun-
dation and from the Argosy 

Foundation, as well 
as funding from our 
local sponsors,” he 
said.

Sponsors are 
NASA Glenn Research 
Center, Bay Village 
Kiwanis, Greg Allen 
Builders, Oster Ser-
vices, Sixmo Archi-
tects and Engineers, 
KJ Trading Systems, 
and SurfTech.

Students have 
r a i s e d  m o n e y 
through a variety of 
fundraisers, includ-
ing bake sales, raffles 
and a Spooky Hallow-
een Science Lab.

Anyone inter-
ested in becoming a 
sponsor as the club 

continues to raise needed 
competition funds, for this year 
and next, can contact Michael 
Clifford at Michael.Clifford@
bayschoolsohio.org. 

440-345-6752 
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com 

10% off through ’18 for Observer readers.

W E L C O M E  H O M E  
F O R  T H E  H O L I D AY S !

Thrive Westshore 
Is The Answer. 
www.thrivewestshore.com

Do You Worry About Mom 
When You Can’t 

Be Around?

Do you worry 
about Mom 

when you can’t 
be around?

Thrive Westshore 
is the answer.

www.thrivewestshore.com

440-345-6752
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com

10% off through 2018 for Observer readers.

BHS Robotics Club gears up 
for high-level competition

Friday, Dec. 14, 2018 | 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Assisted Living Activities room

O’Neill Health Care Bay Village will provide Christmas 
cutout sugar cookies for you to decorate and take home.

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

We Bake … 
You Decorate and Take!

Cookies, icing, sprinkles all compliments 
of O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village.

Please RSVP to Kayleen Wilson 
by December 12, 2018 

at 440-348-5424.

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Bay High School's 2018 Robotics Club team.

Bay High Robotics Club members work on a robot for the 2018 FIRST Robotics 
Competition.
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Friday, Nov. 30, 
wasn’t a typical 
day at Porter 

Library for Elaine 
Maurer. Just after she 
checked out, a voice 
came over the loud 
speaker announcing 
that she had just made 
the one millionth 
checkout of 2018. 

Library staff pre-
sented her with a nice 
gift bag in celebration. 
Congratulations to her 
and congratulations 
to Porter Library and 
all of its patrons in 
achieving this won-
derful milestone. 

One millionth checkout at 
Westlake's Porter Library

by RACHEL POLANIEC

This November, Magical 
History Tour marks its first 
anniversary with another 

Northeast Ohio president and 
first lady, William McKinley and 
his wife, Ida Saxton McKinley. So 
down to Canton we go, about an 
hour and 15 minute drive on I-77 
S, to the National First Ladies’ 
Library and Saxton-McKinley 
House. All tours of the house are 
guided, and advance reserva-
tions are highly recommended. 
Free on-site parking is available. 

In charming down-
town Canton sits the 
“Grand Lady of Market 
Avenue,” a three-story 
brick house that is 
quintessentially Vic-
torian: a wrap-around 
porch, arched windows, 
and architectural details 
and chimneys galore. 
Originally built in 1841 
by George DeWalt, the 
house was expanded 
around 1865 by his son-
in-law James Saxton, 
a prominent Canton 
banker and father of 
three children, of whom 
Ida was the eldest.

In regards to his daughters, 
James Saxton was unusually pro-
gressive for the era. He provided 
Ida and Mary with quality edu-
cations, sent them on a Grand 
Tour of Europe, and hired Ida at 
his bank, where she quickly rose 
to the rank of cashier and, in his 
absence, manager. A portrait of 
Ida hanging over the mantel in 
the parlor shows her as a very 
elegant and fashionably dressed 
(and coiffed) young woman. 
Instead of looking out at the 
viewer, she glances past the pho-
tographer and out of the frame, 
her eyes bright with an expres-

sive thought.
Needless to say, when Major 

William McKinley caught sight 
of the intelligent, pretty bank 
cashier at a summer picnic in 
Canton in 1867, he was smitten. 
They married in 1871, and the 
couple lived in Ida’s family home 
between 1878 and 1891.  

For visitors first arriving on 
Market Avenue, the “Grand Lady” 
conjures up such tantalizing sto-
ries as these, but a proper visit to 
the site starts a short walk down 
the street, at the National First 
Ladies’ Library. Incorporated in 

1997, the Library’s mission is to 
“preserve, promote and educate 
about the significant role of First 
Ladies of the USA and their con-
tributions throughout history,” 
according to their website. In 
2000, the First Ladies National 
Site was established as the 380th 
unit of the National Parks Ser-
vice by President Bill Clinton. In 
addition to the Saxton-McKinley 
House, this also includes the 1895 
City National Bank Building, 
where our sojourn begins. 

The Bank is a suitably dash-
ing host for the trappings of first 
lady-dom, with soaring ceilings, 

high windows and polished sur-
faces. This area serves as a more 
traditional “museum” experience 
as well as a jumping off point 
for the house tour. The current 
exhibit, “Life in a Gilded Cage,” 
explores the official and public 
duties of the first lady, chroni-
cling how these have evolved 
and expanded from century to 
century, and decade to decade.

The role of the first lady is 
influenced, not only by the time 
period in which she serves, but 
also by her own temperament, 
personality and motivators. The 

letters, photographs, political 
buttons and clothing of very dif-
ferent women whose lives span 
four centuries are woven across 
the displays, coming together to 
form a cohesive portrait of what 
it means to hold the title of first 
lady, while that image continues 
to shift. 

Unlike the Bank, with its 
rotating displays and intersect-
ing stories of first ladies, presi-
dencies and American history, 
the Saxon-McKinley House has 
been restored as it was during 
the time of Ida and her husband, 
President William McKinley. My 

tour was with the 
delightful Robbin, 
who began with a 
brief history of the 
“Grand Lady” her-
self: her family, her 
eventual sale and 
conversion into a 
storefront, and her 
rescue from demoli-
tion and reconstruc-
tion into the historic 
site that she is today.

Fo r t u n a t e l y, 
photographs taken 
of the original inte-
riors exist and were 
used to recreate the 
wallpaper, curtains, 
carpets and rugs, 
while many of the 

furnishings that belonged 
to the family were returned, 
to once more take their proper 
place in the home. Among the 
florid trappings of the Victorian 
decor are the personal items, 
like Ida’s piano and a pair of the 
thousands of slippers she knit 
for family, friends and charities, 
making the house feel more like 
a home, and telling the stories of 
those who lived there.

This is especially true on the 
second floor, in Ida’s sitting room 
and bedroom, where the solitary 
twin bed attests to the loss she 
suffered on Sept. 14, 1901, when 
her husband succumbed to the 

wounds inflicted by the bullets 
of an assassin. Ida passed away 
on May 26, 1907, in Canton. 
She is interred at the McKinley 
Monument in the city, with her 
husband and their two daughters. 

It is fitting, therefore, to 
make the short drive from the 
Saxton-McKinley House, where 
Ida was born, to the McKinley 
Monument, where she was laid 
to rest. While it is the president 
who is immortalized, let us 
not forget the first lady at his 
side, in this life and on into the 
next. The National First Ladies’ 
Library is working to ensure we 
never will. 

National First Ladies' Library
MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

The Grand Lady of Market Avenue.
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The reconstructed spiral staircase 
spans all three floors of the Saxton-
McKinley House.

The formal parlor, with 23 different wallpaper 
patterns. Ida's portrait is hanging over the mantel.

Volunteers from the Bay Men’s Club turned out on a recent Saturday morning to 
help their fellow residents by raking leaves and cleaning the yards of a number 
of deserving residents, many of them seniors and disabled. “We are glad to help 
out any way we can,” BMC President Sean Riley said. “It’s a great opportunity to 
assist those who can use our help.”

Bay Men's Club members assist neighbors
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Elaine Maurer, with her husband, Mel, was 
the one millionth checkout of 2018 at Porter 
Public Library.
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by JEFF BING

I was sitting around the 
house the other day 
bemoaning the fact 

that I never really made it 
"big" financially in my life, 
although some might sug-
gest that sitting around the 
house probably has some-
thing to do with it.

But since I don't really 
like where that conversa-
tion is headed, I think I will 
take us in a different direc-
tion. I decided to check 
out who the 100 richest 
athletes in the world were, 
and where all their moola 
came from.

I was surprised to learn 
that the list wasn't topped 
by MLB players, since I've 
always been led to believe 
the MLB players had the 
best (aka "guaranteed") 
contracts and the NFL and 
NBA simply hadn't been 
fortunate enough to obtain 
MLB-type contracts.

Au contraire, mon ami. 
Turns out that I'd been lied 
to, since 40 percent of the 
top 100 (check my math – 
and don't forget to carry 
the one) equates to 40 play-
ers, and they come from 
the NBA, not MLB.

Next on the list comes 
the NFL – that's right, I said 

the N-F-L, with 18 players. 
The poor, pathetic NFL, 
with relatively little bar-
gaining power in terms of 
guaranteed contracts when 
compared to MLB, some-
how grabbed second place 
on the list.

Lo and behold, Major 
League Baseball had a 
paltry 14 athletes on the 
list. Makes no sense, does 
it? The land of guaranteed 
contracts, terrific meal 
allowances and more is 
doing only slightly better 
than rapidly gaining soccer.

How could this be, you 
ask?

Well, I answer, it's 
pretty simple. Name me 
the last baseball player you 
saw on TV endorsing some-
thing so much it almost 
made you sick. Can't think 
of one, can you? That's the 
problem, and it's a big one 
for baseball: the marketing 
of their players (and ulti-
mately, their sport).

I see Gronk from the 
NFL's New England Patriots 
every time I turn on the TV. 
Who comes to mind every 
time you hear the Nation-
wide Insurance jingle? 
Yeah, Peyton Manning. I 
see LeBron and many NBA 
players hawking every-
thing from tennis shoes to 

cell phones, too. (Heck, if I 
see long-retired NBA star 
Shaquille O'Neal pitching 
Icy Hot one more stinkin' 
time I might get ill). That's 
the thing, though: You see 
these guys all the time.

The point is, the NBA 
and NFL have managed to 
promote their players and 
sports leagues because of 
an intelligent marketing 
strategy. When was the 
last time you saw an MLB 
player do an extended stint 
of selling someone's prod-
uct on TV? For that matter, 
did you EVER see a ball-
player on TV year-round? In 
a very real sense, baseball is 
fading from the screen. The 
correlation between screen 
presence and TV ratings is 
indisputable.

Baseball has always 
had an touch of arrogance 
in that regard, and it may be 
catching up with them. The 
entire dynamic of sports 
marketing has changed 
dramatically over the past 
couple of decades. Almost 
every other sport has rec-
ognized this and been pro-
active in addressing the 
issue of getting their sport 
in the eye of the public as 
much as possible.

Baseball's popularity 
has stagnated because their 
approach to promoting 
their brand – much like the 
Indians in the postseason 
of late – has never left the 
batter's box. 

Dollar General 
SPORTING VIEWS

by DIANA PI, M.D.

My brain free-associates: 
my mom reminds me 
of Costco. Texting while 

driving: natural selection. Vladimir 
Putin: mutating Swine Flu.

But when people see me, their 
brains wander to exercise.

Colleen: “Want to come over 
for dinner? Five-ish? I should start 
swimming again.”

Liz: “Your dog is at my house 
again. No, I didn’t give her all the 
leftover chicken, just half. By the 
way, I did four miles on the tread-
mill today. On an incline.”

A stranger walking his dog: 
“That’s a pile of leaves you got 
there. I need to lift weights.”

I don’t know what it is about 
my face that drives people to exer-
cise. But here I am, again, talking 
about the new exercise guidelines. 
Before you toss me to the same-
old health-advice boneyard, let me 
tell you some wonderful news.

First, new evidence shows 
exercise may be the “brain pill” 
we’ve been looking for. It may 

reduce the risks of anxiety, depres-
sion and dementia (including 
Alzheimer’s disease). 

Second, because most can-
cers are caused by environmental 
or lifestyle factors, exercise can 
lower the risk of many cancers, 
including breast and colon, by up 
to 20 percent.   

So why aren’t 80 percent of 
Americans moving? No time, no 
fun, joint pain. For some, there’s 
simply nowhere to go to “exercise.”

Here’s how the new Physical 
Activity Guidelines help: 
• Think small bites. The most 

important new message: You 
don’t need to exercise in long 
blocks of time. Your total exer-
cise time is more important 
than how long or often you 
exercise. You can do two hours 
in one day or a few minutes here 
and there. Finish this sentence 
for me, please: “Even on my 
worst day, I can … (any action 
verb will do) for … (duration in 
seconds).”  Start with that. 

• Find your exercise shoulder-
angel. Studies shows that exer-

cising with a spouse or a friend 
improves adherence. Sign up 
for a class or join a group. It 

helps if your companion has a 
frown that can guilt Putin out 
of Ukraine. 

• Don’t tiptoe around pain. Exer-
cise is the first-line treatment for 
any arthritis. Strengthening the 
structures around the troubled 
joint (be it back, neck, shoulder, 
hip or knee) reduces pain, main-
tains mobility – your best bet for 
recovery. Take ibuprofen before 
exercise if needed. 

• The “everywhere” gym. Don’t 
buy a treadmill, if you think 
you should, would, but never 
could run. If access to a gym is 
difficult, your living room, work 
space or a Walmart parking lot 
are your gyms. Park far and 
walk. Take the stairs. Walk your 
neighbor’s dog. Body-weight 
squat during commercials. (By 
the way, each television hour 
averages 15 minutes of ad time. 
It adds up.) Set a goal. Many fun 
fitness gadgets and apps can 
help track your progress.

It’s bizarre that my face 
reminds people to exercise. Would 
I rather remind people of Halle 
Berry, in her 007 days? Sure! Who 
wouldn’t. But I do with what I’ve 
got. Like Mom said, “For things 
you can’t change, consider them 
a gift.”  

You might exercise 
more than you think

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Curt Crews and the Singing 
Christmas Tree is a Bay Village 
tradition that keeps making 

us feel warm and fuzzy at Christmas-
time. The tree was unveiled in 1959 
to oohs and aahs by Curt Crews, Bay 
High School's choir director. This is a 
picture of alumni who returned to sing 

"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" at 
the end of a Christmas program.   

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. A picture is worth a thou-
sand words. So they say. This year, I 
hope you participate in Christmas 
with the musical programs offered 
by our young people by attending 
the many concerts planned for the 
community. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Musical memories that keep giving

by GARY WEILAND

Talented musicians 
from the Oberlin 
Conservatory of 

Music and Bethesda-on-
the-Bay Lutheran Church 
will present a holiday con-
cert at 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 9, at Bethesda-on-
the-Bay Lutheran Church, 
24607 Wolf Road.

The concert will 
feature Matthew Dion, a 
native of Somerset, Mas-
sachusetts, and an under-
graduate organ perfor-
mance major at Oberlin 
College and Conservatory. 
Matthew is a recipient of 
the YOI (Young Organists 
Initiative) Scholarship 
from the Boston Chapter 

of the American Guild of 
Organists. Matthew is the 
organist at Bethesda.

Oberlin students 
Elizabeth Zak, soprano; 
Abby Orr, soprano; and 
Katherine Krebs, mezzo-
soprano – all members 
of Bethesda’s choir – will 
sing vocal solos. There 
will be other organ, solo 
and choral selections of 
the season from Oberlin 
musicians, the Bethesda 
choir and its members, as 
well as an audience hymn 
sing.

A freewill offering will 
benefit the cleaning and 
restoration of Bethesda’s 
Casavant pipe organ, 
which was installed in 
1987. 

Community invited 
to holiday concert

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers 
whose support keep us 

a free newspaper!
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St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1681 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Mon., Dec. 24, 10:30pm - Vigil of the Nativity
Tue.,Dec. 25 - 9:00am - Nativity of Our Lord
Please consult our website for additional 

information and services.
www.saintjamescleveland.com

216-431-3252

Join us this Christmas Eve

4:00 pm 
Children & Family

6:00 pm
A BPC Christmas Eve

8:00 pm 
A BPC Christmas Eve

10:00 pm 
Lessons and Carols

(Communion)

BAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
25415 Lake Road, Bay Village, OH 44140

440.871.3822 || www.baypres.org

Trinity Cathedral  
invites you to 

spend Christmas 
with us

2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115
217.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING

CHRISTMAS EVE 
5 p.m. Family Service & Pageant

10:30 p.m. Prelude: Carols for choir, organ & trumpet
11 p.m. Choral Worship

CHRISTMAS DAY
10 a.m. Service with Carols

Embrace the spirit of  
the season and join us in 
celebrating Christmas. 

Christmas Eve Service and Children’s Pageant – 5 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (with incense) – 11 pm
Christmas Day Service – 10 am

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church (at the corner of Wolf  
and Bradley Road, Bay Village)

Love God. Love Your Neighbor. Change the World.
God Loves You – No Exceptions.          

www.stbarnabasbv.org  

Monday, 
december 24th
1pm  - Blended
3pm - Traditional
5pm - Family
9pm - Traditional

candlelight 
services westlakeumc.org

Children are welcome at all services.

Christmas
Eve

You’re Invited

Westlake United Methodist Church
27650 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145 • 440-871-3088

SHARE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES

Let the community 
know about your 

church's  services and 
events in the special 
advertising section 

in the Dec. 18 issue of 
the Observer.

Email us at:
 staff@wbvobserver.com 
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Worship 
together 
this Christmas 
season

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2018 WBVO
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and Westlake Christian Church

Candlelight Christmas Eve 
with Communion, 8:00 p.m.

2239 Dover Center Road, Westlake
440-871-1050   www.doverucc.org

Bay United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
A children’s Christmas pageant. 

7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
Hymns, Special Music, Christmas 

Meditation and Candlelighting
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082 | www.bayumc.org

St. Raphael Catholic Church 
525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
   Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: 
     4:00 pm Church/PAC   8:00 am Church 
     8:00 pm Church 10:00 am Church 
   10:00 pm Church 12:00 pm Church 
 
                 440-871-1100 

Christmas 
  Services

Join us for 

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, uscwestlake.org

CHRISTMAS EVE, Dec. 24
5:00 p.m.  - Special Candlelight Service

CHRISTMAS, Dec. 25
10:00 a.m. - Special Christmas Day Service

SUNDAY - Dec. 30
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. - Regular Services

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, uscwestlake.org

Holiday services slide 2018.indd   1 11/21/18   11:51 AM

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

The Christmas Dilemma
Sunday, December 23 at 10:00 a.m.
Carols & Candlelight Service
Monday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
(Corner of Clague & Hilliard)
www.parknaz.org

Gifts
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Dec. 5 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) 
LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, Dec. 5 (4-5:30 p.m.) and 
Thursday, Dec. 6 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW 
WOW BOOKS – Stop by Youth Services 
to sign up for a 10-minute reading time 
with a reading therapy dog. Registration 
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 5 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
HORROR FILM CLUB – Calling all horror 
film fans: Join us for another creepy clas-
sic from the vault ... if you dare! New 
members are always welcome, but chil-
dren under 13 should be accompanied 
by an adult. Please register.

Wednesday, Dec. 5 (6:30-7:45 p.m.) 
HOW TO MANAGE PERSONAL COL-
LECTIONS LIKE A PRO – Do you 
want to learn more about how to care 
for your family’s heirlooms and other 
treasures? Get an introductory lesson 
from Jennifer Souers Chevraux, prin-
cipal at Illumine Creative Solutions. 
Jennifer will walk participants through 
the basics of collections care at home. 
Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 6 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
INTRO TO SMARTPHONES – Learn 
the basics of using smartphones, such as 
screen brightness, wi-fi settings, adding 
apps and more! If bringing your device, 
please bring all account passwords. 
Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 6 (1-7 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Thursdays, Dec. 6 and 13 (4-5 p.m.) 
CODE CLUB! – Learn how to build an 
app, design a video game, and change the 
world through code! Grades 3-4. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Thursday, Dec. 6 (7-8 p.m.) FINDING 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR UNDERGRADU-
ATE AND GRADUATE SCHOOL – 
Foundation Center’s Sara Krane and 
Natalie Jemiola-Wilson will discuss 
foundation support and other sources 
of financial aid for students in higher 
education. Learn how to research pri-
vate scholarships and hear about avail-
able funding opportunities for students. 
Please register.

Saturday, Dec. 8 (10-11:30 a.m.) 

WHAT IS CLOUD COMPUTING – Dis-
cover how Google products, Dropbox, 
Microsoft OneDrive, Apple iCloud, and 
other cloud-based services can make 
your life easier. Please register.

Saturday, Dec. 8 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
RESEARCHING YOUR ROOTS – This 
class is an introduction to Ancestry.com 
as well as other online resources that can 
be used to research your family. Bring the 
names and dates of relatives that you do 
know – you’ll have time for individual 
research. Please register.

Saturday, Dec. 8 (2-4 p.m.) CARRY 
OUT CRAFTS – Stop by the Youth Ser-
vices Department to see what our fea-
tured craft is this afternoon. We have all 
the supplies you’ll need to create some-
thing fantastic!

Saturday, Dec. 8 (3-5 p.m.) ANIME 
CLUB – A great club for anime and 
manga lovers! All otakus and newbies 
are welcome! Grades 7 to adult.

Sunday, Dec. 9 (2-3 p.m. OR 3-4 p.m.) 
BREAKOUT: A CHRISTMAS STORY 
CHALLENGE – Similar to an escape room, 
this breakout challenge is going to test 
your ability to work together to solve all 
the clues that’ll save the beloved Christmas 
classic! Grades 7-12. Please register.

Sunday, Dec. 9 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. If you 
have a chess set, please bring it with you.

Mondays, Dec. 10 and 17 (3:30-5:30 
p.m.) TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to 
hang out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Mondays, Dec. 10 and 17 (4-5 p.m.) 
TWEEN CODE CLUB – Learn how to 
build an app, design a video game, and 
change the world through code! Grades 
3-8. Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Monday, Dec. 10 (7-8:15 p.m.) EVERY-
BODY GETS ANXIOUS – Day-to-day 
life is stressful. Winter weather, shorter 
days and holiday stress can all add feel-
ings of anxiety. Come and learn about 
anxiety – what it is; how it can help us; 
how it can hurt us; and how to manage 
it. Please register.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 (9:30-10 a.m.) STO-
RIES AND SIGNS – Enjoy an interactive 

storytime while learning a few words in 
sign language! Ages 0-3, siblings welcome.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
TABLET TUESDAY USER GROUP – This 
group will share tips and tricks with each 
other about using iPads and Android 
tablets. Kindle Fire users welcome! Bring 
your devices. Please register.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 (1-3 p.m.) MAKE! 
WIRE-WRAPPED PENDANTS – Learn 
the art of wire-wrapping pendants! 
Wire-wrap two pendants with silver- or 
gold-plated artistic wire. You can adorn 
one with pearls or crystals if you wish. 
It’s easy and fun! No previous experi-
ence needed. Cord included. Please 
register.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 (2-3:30 p.m.) CON-
VERSATIONAL SPANISH – Join us to 
learn Spanish vocabulary and pronun-
ciation with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, Dec. 11 (7 p.m.) TUESDAY 
EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – We’ll 
discuss "The Secret Diary of Hendrik 
Groen" by Hendrik Groen.

Wednesdays, Dec. 12 and 19 (10:15 
& 11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! 
– Sing and move to the music with Miss 
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Please arrive early to receive 
a ticket.

Wednesday, Dec. 12 (4-5:30 p.m.) and 
Thursday, Dec. 13 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW 
WOW BOOKS – Stop by Youth Services 
to sign up for a 10-minute reading time 
with a reading therapy dog. Registration 
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 13 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
SENSATION STATIONS – Engage your 
child’s senses by scooping, pouring and 
sorting a variety of materials. For chil-
dren with special needs and their typical 
peers. Ages 3-6.

Thursday, Dec. 13 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION PRO-
GRAM ON WORLD AFFAIRS – Discuss 
critical global issues facing America 
today. At the beginning of each month 
a copy of the article may be picked up at 
the Ask Us Desk. Please read prior to the 
meeting. Please register.

Friday, Dec. 14 (9:30 and 10:30 a.m.) 
and Saturday, Dec. 15 (9:30, 10:30 
and 11:30 a.m.) MUSIC THERAPY & 
MORE – For families and their children 
(ages 0-6 years) who are struggling in 
an area of development. Join us for a 
hands-on program designed to teach 
families how to use music to improve 
their child’s motor, communication and 
social skills as well as behavior. Siblings 

(ages 0-6 years) may also attend but 
must register separately. Each session 
is 30 minutes. For more information and 
to register, visit connectingforkids.org/
music or call 440-250-5563.

Friday, Dec. 14 (3:30-4:15 p.m.) FUN 
SCIENCE FRIDAY: HOLIDAY SENSES – 
Join Mrs. K as we explore the five senses 
with seasonal experiences, scientific 
observations, hands-on experiments 
and activities.  Ages 4-6. Registration 
begins Dec. 12.

Saturday, Dec. 15 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
GINGERBREAD CRAFT DAY FUN! – 
Run, run, as fast as you can, it’s craft 
making day with gingerbread men! While 
supplies last.

Saturday, Dec. 15 (3:30-4 p.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – An interac-
tive family storytime featuring books, 
rhymes, songs, movement and a small 
craft. For families with children ages 2-6.

Sunday, Dec. 16 (3-4 p.m.) ART 
SMARTS – Explore works of a well-
known artist and then use what you’ve 
seen to create an art piece of your own! 
Grades 3-6. Registration begins Dec. 9.

Tuesday, Dec. 18 (9:30-10 a.m.) MY 
FIRST WINTER – Celebrate your baby’s 
first winter with a fingerprint ornament 
and a blizzard sensory bottle. For babies 
0-18 months with a caregiver. Registra-
tion begins Dec. 11.

Tuesday, Dec. 18 (11 a.m.-noon) 
CRAFTY ADULTS – Create art of your 
own based on the work of a famous artist 
or holiday. Specifically for ages 18 and 
up with developmental or intellectual 
disabilities. Bring your own lunch to eat 
after the program!

Tuesday, Dec. 18 (7-7:30 p.m.) BED-
TIME STORIES – Put on your pajamas 
and join Mrs. K. as we unwind at the end 
of the day with stories, songs, fingerplays 
and other activities. This month: Mouse 
in the House. Ages 4-6. Siblings welcome.

Wednesday, Dec. 19 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The selection is "News 
of the World" by Paulette Jiles.

Wednesday, Dec. 19 (5:30-8 p.m.) 
DROP-IN GIFT WRAPPING – Having 
trouble finding a private spot to wrap gifts 
at home? Drop by the library and wrap 
your gifts here. A self-proclaimed “excel-
lent gift wrapper” will be on hand to help 
you with your wrapping skills. (Bring your 
own scissors, we’ll have the rest!)

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.info 
or call 440-871-2600. 

Upcoming events                                     
at Westlake Porter Public Library

Porter Library to present 'Thank You 
Notes: One a Day for A Year'

Without really knowing why, Glenn 
Blair decided to write a thank you 
note a day for a year ... to friends, 

celebrities and strangers. He soon discov-
ered the reason he had to write the letters, 
along with a number of powerful positive 
lessons, and some surprising responses and 
reactions during this 365-day project.

Glenn will share his amazing story 
when Westlake Porter Public Library pres-
ents "Thank You Notes: One A Day for a 
Year," on Wednesday, Dec. 12, from 7-8 p.m. 

Registration is required. To do so please 
call 440-871-2600 or visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info. 

Experience virtual reality at 
Porter Library

Learn about and experience 
Virtual Reality at Westlake 
Porter Public Library on 

Monday, Dec. 17, from 7-8:30 
p.m. with "Maker Monday: Vir-
tual Reality." Attendees will learn 
about and have the opportunity 
to defend a castle, explore space 

and even encounter a whale with 
their own smartphones via Google 
Cardboard and the high-tech HTC 
Vive!

For more information or to 
register, please call 440-871-2600 
or visit westlakelibrary.evanced.
info. 
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by BARBARA ARMSTRONG

The Herb Guild Garden Club 
has decorated a wreath for 
the GLOW display at the 

Cleveland Botanical Garden in Uni-
versity Circle. Every year area clubs 
are invited to decorate Christmas 
trees or wreaths at the botanical 
garden to exhibit to the public 
during the holiday season. This 
year's GLOW theme is "Remem-
ber When?" which is a nod to the 
nostalgic days of Cleveland. The 
Herb Guild wreath is decorated 
with candies and sweets from the 
past and is titled, "How Sweet it is."

Visitors can see the club's 
wreath, as well as other clubs' decorations, 
from now until Jan. 5, 2019. Visit cbgarden.org 
for hours, admission rates and tickets.

Besides the trees, there will be a gin-
gerbread house display and activities for 

children. The museum has a cafeteria where 
you can grab some food and a gift shop to 
get last-minute gifts. This is a fun, family 
activity sure to bring some holiday cheer 
to everyone. 

Diane DiFrancesco
Transformational Life Coach 
& Certified EFT Practitioner
440.221.4716
www.facebook.com/ConnectToYourJoy

Incorporate JOY into your Holiday
shopping! Gift certificates available. 

Holiday
Gifts&Events  

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Nov. 20 issue 10.22

 

BAYarts 
 HOLIDAY 
SHOP

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

www.bayarts.net

 

The Gift
of Art

BAYarts Gift Certificates for shop, gallery or classes. 

Dec. 18 issue 10.24

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
BAYarts Gift 

Certificates for shop, 
gallery or classes.

Dec. 4 issue 10.23

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Open
House
Nov. 17 & 18

Nov. 6 issue 10.21

Open 7 days a week
www.bayarts.net

Open 7 days a week

www.bayarts.net

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 6

OPEN HOUSE
Nov. 17 & 18

KID’S SHOPPING DAY
Dec. 16

www.bayarts.net

Open 7 days a week

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 6

KID’S SHOPPING DAY
Dec. 16 Open 7 days a week

Get all your holiday gift shopping done 
at our biggest market of the year packed 
with more than 90 resident artist studios 
and curated visiting artist booths. 

SCREW FACTORY 2018

Holiday Market

13000 ATHENS AVE., LAKEWOOD OH 44107
SCREWFACTORYARTISTS.ORG

•Ceramics•Paintings•Glass•Jewelry 
•Sculpture•Photography•Origina 
Prints•Perfumes•Vintage & Collectibles 
•Wood & Metal Work•Unique Gifts 
•Artisanal Treats • More!
FREE PARKING & ADMISSION We will be 
collecting donations of non-perishable food items 
for the Lakewood Community Service Center.

FRI .  dec 14 FROM 6-10PM  &  SAT.  dec 15 FROM 10AM- 6PM

Scrooge, center, (played by Tim Peebles) admonishes Bob Cratchit 
(Colin McCauley) while the Narrator (Greg Willihnganz) looks on 
during a rehearsal of Bay Village Community Theater’s staged 
reading of Charles Dickens’ "A Christmas Carol." Performances 
are Saturday, Dec. 8, 2 p.m., at O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village; and 
Sunday, Dec. 9, 3 p.m., in the BAYarts Fuller House and 6 p.m. at 
the Knickerbocker Apartments. All performances are free and open 
to the public. Call 440-847-8494 for more information.

‘A Christmas Carol’

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2018 WBVO

Westlake Rehab & Nursing Center
Is hosting our first annual 

CANDY LANE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Join us Thursday, December 13th 4-7 p.m. for an evening of shopping with a 
variety of vendors. Come have appetizers, drinks, desserts, and entertainment.

4000 Crocker Road, Westlake • 440-892-2100

Herb Guild members Barb Armstrong, June 
Zweidinger and Fran Wilhelm with the club's wreath.

Herb Guild displays wreath at 
Cleveland Botanical Garden
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by SCOTT GREGORY

Members of the Bay 
United Methodist 
Church recently 

sponsored the annual 
Thanksgiving dinner for resi-
dents of the Knickerbocker 
Apartments in Bay Village. 
Church members prepare 
the food, set up the tables 
and serve the residents.

This event, which Bay 
United Methodist does as a 
tradition each year, includes 
turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
peas, cranberry sauce, rolls 
and pie. The turkeys are 
carved on site, led by Bay 
Village Mayor Paul Koomar. 
This year we also had the Bay 
Village City Council Presi-
dent, Dwight Clark, and his 

wife, Nancy, helping as well.
The dinner was preced-

ed with an opening prayer 
by Jonathan McCleery, 
the minister at Bay United 
Methodist. The residents 
of the Knickerbocker are 
appreciative of this gather-
ing and the members of Bay 
United Methodist are truly 
rewarded with the satisfac-
tion of helping others. 

Knickerbocker Thanksgiving

Adam Latimer, Dwight Clark, Thom Kerka and Paul Koomar at the 
annual Thanksgiving dinner at the Knickerbocker Apartments.

BAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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by JESSICA STOCKDALE

BAYarts is once again presenting an 
interactive murder mystery event 
after last year’s was so popular. The 

title is "A Winter’s Tale" and it is set in the 
1930s.

Actress Kaylea Kudlaty has been orga-
nizing the local Cleveland acting talent 
from the TrueNorth Cultural Arts center. 
The cast list has 12 in the murder mystery, 
all functioning as possible suspects. Join-
ing Kudlaty are Tim Hale, Alicia Spurlock, 
Bridget Messaros, Emmy Cohen, Lyda 
Santa, Martin Carlton, Matt Dodds, Nick 
Yuric, Rich Phillis, Sam Seawolf and Shea 
Hopkins. Actor Fred Munkachy will once 
again be emceeing the event.

“Last year's cast absolutely loved it!” 
said Kudlaty. “The storyline, environment 
and the food – everything was amazing 

and very well put together. This event 
has quickly become one of my holiday 
favorites. It is so unique and different 
and everyone from the audience to cast 
members thoroughly enjoy themselves. 
I have been involved with the arts for a 
very long time and I really look forward 
to this event!”

The cast will once again be creating 
their own costumes. Last year was a Vic-
torian Steampunk theme, and this year is 
the 1930s. Trends during that age included 
sensible suits, oxford shoes, and creased 
and cuffed trousers for men. Women 
wore silky and belted dresses, large col-
lars, puffed sleeves, and anything that was 
trim and tailored.

Stars of this era that may be looked 
upon for inspiration include Greta Garbo, 
Jean Harlow, Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers, Errol Flynn and Katharine Hep-

burn. Partygoers are encouraged to dress 
up in any way they like, whether it be a 
small accessory or full outfit.

The plot of the story takes place at a 
Christmas party, featuring characters like 
tenacious go-getter Anita Rooney, vapid 
gossip Matilda Teasport, ambitious politi-
cian Evan Hoffman, and business tycoon 
Douglas Goodwin.

This year, BAYarts' event organizer 
Pam Mills has allowed it to grow even 
larger. Along with the murder mystery, 
there will be performances and a festive 
sing-a-long.

“They perform all over the Cleveland 
area spreading the Christmas cheer to 
everyone they can,” Kudlaty shared. "The 
team will be singing and dancing to some 
of your favorite holiday music including 
'Santa Claus is Coming to Town.'"

On the subject of acting, BAYarts 
Executive Director Nancy Heaton has 
updates about the former Huntington 
Playhouse that BAYarts is in the process 
of taking over. “While we’re not going to 
be duplicating what the Playhouse did, we 
are developing a theater education pro-
gram with actress Mary Ann Nagel. There 
will also be performances incorporated 

into our already extensive programming. 
Such as with our Murder Mystery events.”

"A Winter's Tale: Murder Mystery" 
takes place on Saturday, Dec. 8, from 
7-10 p.m. Tickets are $45 and include 
dinner and dessert. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance at bayarts.net/events/
upcoming or by calling 440-871-6543. 

Interactive murder 
mystery hits Bay Village

Two of the actors from "A Dickens 
of a Christmas," BAYarts' murder 
mystery last year.

by JEANINE SURACE

On Tuesday, Nov. 6, the 
Westlake-Westshore Arts 
Council presented stained 

glass artist Ms. Judy Kean, owner of 
Creative Space Avon and The Glass 
Studio.  Ms. Kean did a wonderful 
presentation about stained glass 
artists, the different kinds of stained 
glass and various locations in 
Cleveland which have stained glass, 
including Tiffany stained glass. She 
gave a very thorough explanation 
about different methods like copper 
foil and lead.

In addition to the presentation 
at Porter Library, Ms. Kean displayed 
various kinds of stained glass artwork 
as well as books on the subject. She 
showed a short segment of "Let There 
be Light," a film which highlights the 
work of Rowan LeCompte and Dieter 
Goldkuhle who both made their last 
stained glass window in Washington 
National Cathedral. Both men are inter-
viewed describing the work and captivat-
ing beauty of their creation with the light 
shining through the large rose window. 
This was an excellent aspect of Ms. Kean’s 

talk, offering a personal glimpse of the 
creative process and end result.

Ms. Kean has been working with 
glass since 1984. She has taught at the 
Rhein Art Center in Lakeside during the 
summer for more than 12 years. She 
teaches beginning to advanced stained 

BAYARTS

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

A look at stained glass artist Judy Kean

Judy Kean with stained glass from 
The Glass Studio, her studio in Avon.

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

join our practice.

glass and fused glass classes at Creative 
Space Avon, as well as doing repairs, resto-
rations and new stained glass commissions. 
Projects include religious, residential, busi-
ness and public art. Ms. Kean is considering 
a black and white juried show for the next 
gallery show in late January 2019.

Ms. Kean discussed the recent 
exhibit at Creative Space Avon which 
included artwork created by veterans. 
A portion of the proceeds benefits the 
Valor Home in Lorain which provides 
transitional housing for homeless male 

veterans. She created a unique way to 
support those who served our country by 
displaying the talent of an artistic group 
of veterans while also generously donat-
ing a portion of the sales to a home for 
veterans. It is clear her creativity is not 
limited to glass.

The Westlake-Westshore Arts 
Council meets on the first Monday of 
the month at 7 p.m. at Westlake Porter 
Public Library. For more information on 
membership and programs, visit w-wac.
org or call 440-250-5565. 
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

Storytimes at the Bay Village branch 
library are on hiatus for the month 
of December. Please join us again in 
January for our weekly storytimes. 
Through Dec. 22, children can stop 
by to make a seasonal craft to take 
home.

CHILDREN
Wednesday, Dec. 5 (7 p.m.) MAD 
SCIENTISTS: SNOW – Grades K-2: 
Join us for a hands-on science pro-
gram. Learn about polymers as we 
make our own snow. Registration 
required.

Friday, Dec. 7 (10 a.m.) BLOCK 
PARTY – Ages 2-5: Come build with 
us! We will supply the building bricks 
and you bring the imagination.

Saturday, Dec. 8 (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STEAM – Join us for a 
hands-on science program. Learn 
about polymers as we make our own 
snow.

Monday, Dec. 10 (7 p.m.) STEAM 
ON: LET IT GLOW – Grades 3-4: Join 
us for a hands-on STEAM program. 
Use paper circuits to light up a holi-
day card.

Thursday, Dec. 13 (4 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN GIRL: REBECCA – Learn about 
the times and cultures represented 

by the dolls. Feel free to bring your 
doll to the program if you have one.

TEEN
Wednesdays, Dec. 5, 12 and 19 (3 
p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & up: 
Hang out with something fun to do 
after school – gaming, art, movies, 
technology and more! 

Thursday, Dec. 6 (3 p.m.) WRITE 
ON! – Join us for fun, quirky and 
challenging writing exercises and 
activities to get your creativity flow-
ing. Registration required. 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 (6 p.m.) ROBOT-
IX BLOX : MOCKINGBOT – Grades 
5-12: Program a robot to conquer 
challenges encountered by Katniss 
and Peeta in the popular "Hunger 
Games" series.  

ADULT
Friday, Dec. 14 (10 a.m.) BAY-
ARTS BOOK DISCUSSION – Join 
friends, neighbors and library staff 
for a monthly book discussion on 
the BAYarts campus. This month's 
book, "The Music Shop" by Rachel 
Joyce, is available at the library and 
BAYarts.

Please register to attend the pro-
grams online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, call us at 440-871-6392, or stop 
in to the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                     
at Bay Village Branch Library Storing wallet pictures

by TAK SATO

I fondly remember the 
days when I carried in 
my wallet family photos 

that were taken with a 
35mm camera. We all know 
how analog cameras were 
replaced by digital cameras. 
Like many other changes 
involving an analog widget 
being replaced by its digital 
counterpart, these analog-
to-digital transitions often 
change how we use the 
widget.

As an amateur photog-
rapher, I do miss the sense 
of wonder and excitement 
that accompanied the film 
development process. Why? 
The results of the film devel-
opment process, i.e. nega-
tives produced to print pic-
tures, showed how well the 
shots were framed or how 
the lighting was metered 
at the subject – questions I 
kept in mind before taking 
each shot on my 35mm 
camera.

With the digital cam-
era’s ability to instanta-
neously display the picture 
just taken, and retake if 
necessary, the discipline 
for picture composition, for 
example, wasn’t as impor-
tant anymore. Bad lighting? 
No problem! Retake, review 

and repeat if necessary 
... which meant multiple 
takes of the same subject 
unnecessarily clogging the 
memory card, aka digital 
roll of film.

I still use digital cam-
eras when appropriate but 
the smartphone became my 
primary memory keeper. It 
is also appropriate to call 
the smartphone a wallet due 
to its capacity to make digi-
tal payments at merchants 
equipped with such termi-
nals. Hence smartphones 
are the modern day equiva-
lent of pictures in the wallet 
– literally!

However, with the 
penchant to distribute our 
digital memories right from 
the smartphone by texting, 
emailing or posting to social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook, it’s easy to forget 
that these digital memories 
you took must be stored 
somewhere for safe keeping.

Sears, a real world com-
pany that has been around 
more than 125 years, recent-
ly filed for bankruptcy. If 
you agree that internet 
“time” is like dog years, a 
company born on the inter-
net may only last 18 years in 
the digital world if you use 
Sears as an example. Can 
you entrust your memories 

to one company?
Whether you own 

many types of devices, or 
just a smartphone, there 
are many options to miti-
gate your risk of a company 
going belly up and taking 
your memories with them. 
Who ever thought that Sears 
would have vultures circling 
above them?

Smartphones, whether 
Apple’s iPhone or one of 
Google's Android-based 
phones from other manu-
facturers, can be set up to 
automatically backup your 
pictures, videos and docu-
ments to the cloud. That 
means even if you only own 
a smartphone, you have at 
least one backup destina-
tion you can elect to use. If 
you own multiple devices, 
connecting your smart-
phone and making backup 
copies to your computer 
becomes another risk miti-
gation option for your pre-
cious digital memories.

Printing the photos 
you took as 4x6s, or creat-
ing photo books (aka digital 
scrapbooks), is essentially 
making backup of select 
pictures. Local drugstores’ 
photo departments and 
online print services are 
places where this can be 
done. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by COLLEEN HARDING

When I was young, 
we dated and the 
people before 

that dated and the people 
before them dated. It was 
how we got to know each 
other and decide if there 
was a connection. If there 
was a connection, we dated 
more until a decision was 
made to make it more per-
manent or to move on and 
date someone else. At times 
it was a bit uncomfortable 
and made us nervous but 
most of the time it was 
exciting and fun.

There was also an inno-
cence to dating. Great sto-
ries came out of dating and 
it helped you narrow down 
what you wanted and what 
you didn't want in a partner.

No one was perfect and 
dating helped you figure out 
what imperfections you 
would tolerate. It allowed 
you to manage a priority 
list of what you could put up 
with and what you couldn't.

For example: If a 

person didn't call when 
they said they were going 
to, you should proceed 
with caution. If a person 
showed up late, didn't speak 
to your parents when they 
picked you up or had bad 
table manners, you figured 
it out quickly. If a guy was 
nice, made you laugh, held 
the door and paid the bill 
without hesitation, he was 
a gentleman. Even if you 
didn't immediately con-
nect with him, you gave him 
another chance because he 
was seemed trustworthy 
and kind and deserved a 
second date.

Dating was a game and 
it was fun to play.

Today, there is less 
dating and more hanging 
out. Hanging out is good 
but shouldn't be replacing 
dating. Dating teaches us 
many lessons that are neces-
sary in life. It teaches us how 
to figure out what we want 
and what we don't want. It 
teaches us how to handle 
situations when we don't 
get what we want and that 

life goes on. Dating teaches 
you that regardless of how 
bad the situation may seem, 
the sun still rises the next 
day and each day gets a little 
better. Then you meet some-
one new and completely 
forget about the other guy 
and it all starts over again 
until you meet The One!

There is less risk of a 
broken heart in "hanging 
out and hooking up" but 
you miss out on the benefits 
and excitement of dating. 
Holding hands for the first 
time, getting dressed up 
for a special event with this 
person, a first good kiss and 
the butterflies that come 
when you know you're 
going to see this person. It's 
not the same.

Dating requires risk, 
develops integrity and dis-
cipline because you have to 
think about someone else 
when making decisions. 
These are great lessons and 
should be experienced. 
Lessons and experiences 
that come from dating are 
invaluable. 

Is anyone dating anymore?
READER'S OPINION

Holiday musical performances 
at St. Paul Westlake

by RICK HAASE

St. Paul Westlake students 
will perform an Instrumen-
tal Music Concert at 7 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 10, in the School 
Activity Center, 27981 Detroit Road, 
Westlake.

Students will also be featured in 
a Christmas program as a part of the 
midweek Advent Service at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, in the School 
Activity Center.

The Chancel Ringers, the hand 
bell choir of St. Paul Westlake, will 
take their show on the road in two 
performances Tuesday, Dec. 18, per-
forming at 10:15 a.m. at the Luther-
an Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 
Dover Center Road; and at 12:45 
p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church, 2265 
Garden Drive, Avon. 

by GREG DZIAMA

We adults all appreciate the 
real meaning of Christmas, 
but isn't it fun to see the hol-

iday season through the eyes of a child 
as well? This year at Clague Playhouse, 
we are very proud to present two of our 
new children's groups, The Barnrais-
ers: Clague Playhouse Youth Chorus 
and the Red Barn Youth Theater.

On the evenings of Friday, Dec. 14, 
and Saturday, Dec. 15, these two groups 
will give their first ever performances at 
the theater beginning at 7 p.m.

The Barnraisers will offer a selec-
tion of popular show music, featuring 
not only their wonderful singing voices 
but also their lively choreography. 

Then the Red Barners will present a 
very entertaining one act play titled 
"In Search of Critma," in which two 
charming aliens come to earth to learn 
the true meaning of Christmas. Finally, 
the chorus will perform some solo and 
group number Christmas music.

This promises to be an evening 
full of tenderness and joy, as only chil-
dren can give.

Reserved seat tickets are $5 and can 
be purchased online at clagueplayhouse.
org or at the Clague Playhouse box office 
Wednesday-Saturday from 1-6 p.m. 
Please come experience a new thing at 
Clague Playhouse and enjoy the talents 
and enthusiasm of our dear children. 

Clague Playhouse is located at 
1371 Clague Road in Westlake. 

Clague Playhouse presents 
youth holiday show
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 
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159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
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michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Holiday Gift Certificates Available

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

UPCOMING EVENT? 
Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE IN THE COMMUNITY'S FAVORITE PAPER

PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

Contact us at staff@wbvobserver for details, or call 440-409-0114

Since 1948

We specialize in creating beautiful home 
makeovers by providing experienced 

professional design services and  
quality craftsmanship.

We carry all the popular name brands  
from Woodmode to Corian.

Visit our 
showroom!

5218 Detroit Ave. • Cleveland • 216-651-5800 • www.breits.com
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Breit’s
KITCHENS & MORE

We specialize in creating beautiful kitchen 
make-overs providing experienced, professional, 

design services and quality craftsmanship. 
BOB BREITENBACH

Bay Village Resident
216-651-5800  www.breits.com

5218 Detroit Road, Cleveland, OH 44102

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Thursday, Dec. 6, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
HOLIDAY GIFT WRAPPING 
Hospice of the Western Reserve has offered 
to provide gift wrapping for patrons free of 
charge. You may bring a few gifts of appropriate 
size to have wrapped. Stop by and show your 
appreciation for this generous service. No RSVP 
required.
Westlake Community Services, 29694 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Dec. 6, 6-9 p.m.
BAYARTS HOLIDAY TRUNK SHOW
BAYarts brings together several of your favorite 
local vendors for a night of shopping, cocktails 
and friends. Featured artists bring a special 
selection of handmade goods to this event. The 
Holiday Shop in the Huntington House will be 
open extended hours during the Trunk Show.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd. 

Friday, Dec. 7, 6:30-8 p.m.
BAY REC DEPT. HOLIDAY FUN NIGHT
Enjoy games, a visit with Santa, dancing, crafts, 
face painting, a balloon maker and more! Free 
for Bay residents.
Bayway Cabin, 400 Bryson Lane

Saturday, Dec. 8, 9 a.m.-noon
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6-8 p.m.
WESTLAKE SPIRIT WEAR HOLIDAY SALE
Give the gift of Demon gear and apparel this 

holiday season. The sale will be held in The “W” 
Shop in the WHS Rotunda.
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
IT SECURITY BREACHES: HOW CAN THIS 
HAPPEN?
Join NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal 
Computers) for a presentation by John Dolinar 
of Cuyahoga Community College. There have 
been several recent news stories of major 
information technology breaches that have 
compromised the personal information of 
consumers. He'll discuss hacking and the 
efforts of ethical professionals to stay one step 
ahead of those seeking to circumvent security 
procedures. Come at 6:30 for refreshments and 
conversation; meeting begins at 7:00. For more 
information, go to www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
SKYQUEST: OUR SPACE IN PLACE
Join us as we travel the vastness of space and 
see just how big our universe really is. We'll 
take a look at the Sun, the planets in our solar 
system, our galaxy and what lies beyond to 
gain cosmic perspective. For pre-teens through 
adults. Fee: $8/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Thursday, Dec. 13, 6-8 p.m.
‘SEASON OF GRATITUDE’ ART RECEPTION
BAYarts is partnering with The Gathering Place 
to present small original works for sale by local 
artists and members of the community. The 
theme is gratitude and the holidays are the 
perfect time to celebrate all we cherish. The 
proceeds from the sale of this work will go to 
benefit The Gathering Place.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Friday, Dec. 14, 6-9 p.m.
SOLSTICE WITH SANTA
Celebrate the magic of winter and the beauty of 
the universe! We'll take a lantern hike through 
Huntington Reservation, create a craft to 
decorate your home, make a special treat for 
wildlife in your backyard, encounter live animals 
and visit Schuele Planetarium to learn about 
the solstice. Enjoy some hot cocoa near the fire 
and be sure to bring your cameras – Santa will 
make an appearance in the Log Cabin! Dinner 
is provided. For all ages. Fee: $15/adults; 10/
children ages 2 and up; 1 year and under are 
free.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Friday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
‘GOD WITH US’ FEATURING DAN SCHUTTE
Advent Episcopal Church hosts Dan Schutte, a 

composer of songs that have brought joy and 
comfort to our hearts such as "Be Not Afraid," 
"Here I Am, Lord" and many more. Join us for an 
evening of beautiful music, advent reflection, 
and fellowship. Bring your family and friends as 
we celebrate "God With Us." $10 per person. Call 
440-871-6685 for tickets.
Advent Episcopal Church, 3760 Dover Center Rd., 
Westlake

Sunday, Dec. 16, noon-7 p.m.
BAYARTS’ KIDS SHOPPING DAY
Always festive and always fun. Your little ones 
can pick out special gifts for their family with 
the help of our personal shoppers. Free gift 
wrap.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Sunday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m.
'HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAYS' CONCERT
The 52-member Rocky River Community Chorus 
will present their holiday concert under the 
direction of Michele Haras and accompanied 
by Joshua Arkangel. Scott Tenney will direct 
the Rocky River Community Band following 
the chorus. All attendees are invited to stay 
for a reception after the concert. The venue is 
handicapped accessible and the event is free. 
For information call 630-901-0564.
Rocky River Presbyterian Church, 21750 Detroit Rd.

SHARE YOUR NEWS ABOUT WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE 
Take pride in your community; take part in your community newspaper! 

We’re calling for news and information from our neighborhoods, civic groups, community organizations, booster groups, schools, churches and 
more in Westlake and Bay Village. Write stories, announce events or take photos.

You don’t need experience – if you see something of interest, write about it or take a picture and send it in!
Sign up today in the online newsroom at

wbvobserver.com/members


